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Quan can't remember why he died in Lu Ku Gou. He remembers the aroma of sugarcane, the heavy work
in the sugar factory, and the gentle smile of Qingzi, the escort lady in the restaurant. He also remembers
that he and Qingzi had an appointment to meet by the stage. However, Quan is now inexplicably a water
ghost. Was he captured by a water ghost to serve as their replacement? The water ghosts in Lu Ku Gou
decide to work together to find out the cause of Quan's death. The reason turns out to be the show that
Quan did not have the chance to see. They try everything to set up a stage under the tree in Lintou. A
puppet troupe is invited to perform Escorting Lady Jing on A Thousand Mile Journey. Gongs and drums ring
throughout Lu Ku Gou that night. The water ghosts see their own stories in the show and find answers to
their obsessions and infatuations. However, the show is about to end and Quan is still waiting. He wants

to know why he died, and whether Qingzi will come before the impending sunrise...

A water ghost has invited a theater troupe to perform all through the night — not to kill anyone and take
their souls so that he can reincarnate into the next life, but to fulfill a promise out of the a reluctance to
let go. The struggle is rooted in his faith in the mortal world. But can watching a performance really free
him from his current state as a water ghost? Taipei Puppet Theater showcases the traditional puppet
show skill "Flying up to the sky and swiftly hiding in the ground" in creative forms based on the popular
Taiwanese "Water Ghosts' theatre", portraying the life experiences, memories, and hopes of each water

ghost with lights and shadows, and creating a traditional puppet show of Taiwan!
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The Taipei Puppet Theater was established 20 years ago, and we have so many people to thank
for providing support and encouragement, allowing us to continue working hard in traditional
puppetry. Taiwan boasts many intangible cultural assets, puppetry being one. Its adept hand

movements, classical Hoklo, and beiguan music are symbols of Taiwan's radiant beauty.

We are highly focused on conserving and transmitting this art. Over the years, we have solidified
the traditional foundation of the art by accumulating numerous resources and extensive
experience. In addition, we turned the impact of Covid-19 into an opportunity to reconsider our

tactics and make proper adjustments.

To create new prospects for the art, we hired WU Shan-shan (who has long been involved in the



development of puppetry) as our artistic director in 2021. We have also brainstormed with several

outstanding Taiwanese artists on how to give Taiwan's traditional puppetry a facelift.

Everything has come together as needed this year, leading to the birth of Water Ghosts' Theatre. This
bizarre story that has circulated among folk performance troupes is so old that it was reported in
the Taiwan Daily News (a newspaper from the Japanese occupation period). Playwright ZHOU Yu-
xuan has filled it with many aspects of human nature, such as regret, intense feeling, and a myriad

thoughts.

For young puppeteers, interpreting Chinese operas is extremely challenging, and figuring out how
to portray water ghosts has been no easy task. During each rehearsal, WU led them in rethinking
and trying out new forms of presentation, breathing new life into the art. The novelty we have

produced is sure to have a lasting impact to carry the art on for many generations to come!
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Taipei Puppet Theater was founded in 2010. The theater performers are mainly middle-aged and
with average apprenticeship over 15 years. Making their career purpose to continue the life of
traditional puppet shows, they are the vibrant new generation of puppet theater in Taiwan. Taipei
Puppet theater inherits the traditional art and innovates the delicate performance way with
every effort for the multiplicity in Taiwanese puppet show, which has successfully attracted more

audiences to come into the theater and enjoy the show.
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Puppeteer

WU Sheng-chieh

(characters: JIANG Yi-quan, Shuigu, LIN Bai-rui, ZHAO Kuang-yin)

EENHIUZILBMARBREILER - 2005
FHRES2ESEERMRE > AIAKERZRHIF
MEXAEBEARBEBARIEFAAFREEZL -
IEEZMMEDNERER - EEEXEREEEM ~ F
BIREED « BLpEME o U (AERERIE—
RUEAE) \BF 20 EBFE2dE TREBA
REMBE) ~ (LEEES}) \BFI0EEE
THIE TREBAKENSE -

SRR AT
BRBE (BRI -

Puppeteer
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WU Sheng-chieh earned a degree from the
Department of Traditional Music at Taipei National
University of the Arts. In 2005, began learning
traditional puppeteering, He learned under iconic
transmitter ZHANG Chen-hua of national intangible
cultural heritage puppet theater in China, beiguan
musician CHIU Huo-jung, and Hoklo-speaking
puppeteers LIAO Kun-chang, LI Chuan-tsan, and
ZHENG An-cheng. WU was nominated for Best
New Artist at the 29™ of Trouble Brews on Tea
Mountain and 30" Golden Melody Awards for
Traditional Arts and Music of Two Dragons Watching

over Dou.

CHEN Su-ting (characters: JIANG Kuo-zui, A-tian)
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In 1997, joined Chiao Wan Jan Puppet Troupe
as a student at Pingdeng Elementary School in
Taipei to begin learning traditional puppeteering.
After graduating from university, she joined
the Taipei Puppet Theater, learning traditional
puppeteering from LIAO Kun-chang and classical
Hoklo from HONG Ze-nan. Viewed as one of the
new generation of puppeteers with great potential,
she was nominated for Best New Artist at the 31*
Golden Melody Awards for Traditional Arts and
Music of The Daring Lying Lantern Monkey.
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LIAO Chuen-wei (characters: Ganzhe, Xiucai, Jingniang)
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Puppeteer
LIN Rui-teng (characters: Jinlong)
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From Lunbei Township in Yunlin County, LIAO
Chuen-wei was strongly influenced by his
puppeteering father and grandfather from a young
age. In 2014, he became involved in Jinguang
puppeteering, thus continuing in the family
career tradition. In 2018, he joined the Taipei
Puppet Theater, learning traditional puppeteering
performance. The following year, he won Best
Leading Role at the 1°' Youth Leading Role
Competition, participated in the Performance and
Promotion Project for Successors of Traditional
Arts and Craftsmanship of National Center for
Traditional Arts.

From Xiluo Township in Yunlin County, LIN Rui-
teng was nurtured in puppeteering by his father,
becoming able to handle a complete folk puppet
show on his own by the age of 16. To boost his
skills, he went to the National Taiwan College
of Performing Arts. In 2022, participate in the
Performance and Promotion Project for Successors
of Traditional Arts and Craftsmanship of National
Center for Traditional Arts. He has performed in the
Taipei Puppet Theater's productions of The Daring
Lying Lantern Monkey, Two Dragons Watching over
Dou, Treetop Friends, and Journey to the West: The
Tongtian River.
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Producer | LIN Yung-chi
Director | WU Shan-shan
Playwright | ZHOU Yu-xuan
Taiwanese Consultant | HUNG Tse-nan
Stage Designer | LIN Zhao-an
Music Designer | LIN Yung-chi
Costume Designer | LIN Yu-ling
Puppet Designer | WU Sheng-chieh
Art Designer | Robert LIN
Lighting Design | CHEN Way-an
Technical Coordinator | To be Design Studio
Production Manager | YANG Shu-han
Administrative | ZHENG Wan-ru
Stage Manager | KUAN Chia-ju
Rehearsal Assistant | LIU Shih-wen
Puppeteer | WU Sheng-chieh, CHEN Su-ting, LIAO Chuen-wei,
LIN Rui-teng, Wang Xiang-Lliang, LIN Kai-xiang
Projection Technician | Robert LIN
Musician
Bangu | LIN Yung-chi
Gong and bo | LIN Jing-cheng
Principal chord | LIU Shih-wen
Sing, Yangchin, Tom Tom | HSIEH Chiung-chi
OS Choir, Hohen, Steel tongue drum, Suona | LIN Chen-hung
Hugin | ZHANG Ci-xin
Sanxian | LIN Ting-yin
Chinese Lute | XIE Wen-bin
Flute | CHOU Yu-chen
Hugin | HU Ai-tong
Sheng | HUANG Sheng-yu
OS Choir, Zhongruan | ZHENG Xiang-zhen
0S Choir | TSAI Yi-shan
Technicians | WANG Hsuan-yu, WANG Wen-ming, CIOU Yu-wun,
KUO Pin-wen, WU Ming-zhang
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Special Thanks to | National Taiwan University of Arts Chinese Music Department — TSAI Ping-heng, LIN Ya-xiu,
National Taiwan University of Arts Higher Education SPROUT Project — LI Chang-wei,
National Taiwan University of Arts Intangible Cultural Heritage Research Center — CHANG Su-chiang
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